LGBTQ School Dance!
Whether it is an “Other Prom,” a fundraiser for the GSA, or just another way
for the group to get its name out there, planning a school dance can be a great
way to advertise the GSA and create more interest in the club. Here are some
tips for planning a GSA School Dance:
1. Form a planning committee. This could be the entire GSA, or just a few
students who are willing to invest their time and energy. Make sure that whoever
is on the planning committee is able to spend the time making sure that the
logistics of the dance are set, and that they are able to help with any hiccups that
may come up along the way.
2. As a group, decide on a few target dates for the dance. If you are using school
property, you will need the approval of administration, and should have some
backup dates in case the first is unavailable.
3. Speak with the administration at your school about what requirements they
have for organizing a school dance. What spaces are available, how many
chaperones need to be present, and other logistical information should be
gathered prior to advertising or getting to the “fun” planning.
4. Make sure you answer these questions: What is the budget of the dance? Will
the GSA be fundraising for supplies? Will there be décor and snacks? What will
music be played with and on (iPod and sound system? Live band? DJ?)? Will the
dance cost money to come to? Get some advice from the faculty advisor of the
GSA and any other adults who have helped plan large events like this.
5. What is the overall message of the dance? Is the GSA promoting safety and
inclusion for all students? Is the dance to commemorate a date important in
LGBTQ history? Or is the dance just a great way for students to hang out?
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6. Who is responsible? As a planning committee, assign responsibilities to each
person and any other volunteers you have from the GSA.
a. Who is in charge of setting up décor?
b. Who is in charge of snacks/beverages?
c. Who is in charge of music?
d. Who is in charge of taking money/the door?
e. Who is in charge of volunteers?
f. Who is in charge of teardown?
g. Who is in charge of garbage and cleanup?
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