HOLDING A

DEBATE
Participating in a debate can encourage critical thinking in your GSA, but will also get members
interacting and communicating. Using debates can also foster presentation skills, research,
teamwork, and confident public speaking--all skills that youth should develop!

INTRODUCE THE TOPIC

All debates start with a topic. Choose a topic that students can relate to and
perhaps one with practical application. You can make the topic less serious or
more serious.

ASSIGN THE AFFIRMATIVE & THE NEGATIVE

There are two sides to any debate. Naturally, one will argue for and another
against the resolution. It is best to group students into teams to research and
argue the issue rather than expecting one student to do all the work.

GIVE TIME FOR RESEARCH

Students will need time to research the assigned topic. Encourage each group
to form a strategy as to who will do most of the talking during the debate
though remind them that all of them are expected to participate in the research
and strategy of the debate.

HOLD THE DEBATE

First, the affirmative group receives two minutes to present their case to the
audience. The negative group then receives two minutes to present their
case. After both sides have a chance to speak, both teams receive two minutes
to prepare a rebuttal and summary.The order is then reversed and repeated!

REFLECT AND MAKE A JUDGEMENT

Usually in debate, the winner is the one who has presented the strongest
case.For the purpose of this activity, reflect on how both teams performed and
note how teams clearly communicated and responded effectively to rebuttals
from the opponent!
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HOLDING A

DEBATE
TOPIC IDEAS

Sex Ed
Traditional Families vs. Contemporary Families
The Teenage Workload
The Death Penalty
Social Media's Role in Stopping Fake News
Stem Cell Research
Climate Change
Does Technology Make People Lazy?
Regulating Caffeine
School Uniforms/Dress Codes
Cell Phone Use in School
Standardized Testing
Violent Video Games
Athlete and Celebrity Pay
Social Media Impact on Relationships
...and many more!
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