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Queer youth in Iowa are Confident, Healthy, Innovative, Qualified, and
Engaged

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Every public high school in Iowa have a Gay Straight Alliance/Gender

Sexuality Alliance (GSA)

50% of all middle schools in Iowa have a GSA

100% of colleges and universities in Iowa have a Queer Student

Organization (QSO)

Youth-serving professionals have the tools and resources to provide a
climate where queer youth are Confident, Healthy, Innovative,
Qualified, and Engaged

The Safe Schools Academy is the number one source for license renewal

and graduate credit for educators in Iowa

The Safe Schools Academy offers courses in every state

25 conferences are hosted through Iowa Safe Schools

Curriculum guides are produced for the three grade levels (Elementary,

Middle, High School)

Iowa is seen as a leader in pro-queer youth policies that make
students Confident, Healthy, Innovative, Qualified, and Engaged

A public policy platform is developed including legislative language and

guidance documents for school boards and local government

Communications plan is developed that places the needs of queer youth

at the front of the broader LGBTQ community

Tools are developed and disseminated for queer youth to advocate to

policy makers

Queer youth in Iowa have access to services that uplift and ensure
they can be Confident, Healthy, Innovative, Qualified, and Engaged

Iowa Safe Schools is a catalyst for mental health counseling services for

youth and their families



Confident: LGBTQ youth believe in themselves.

CHIQE STANDARDS

  Are strong public speakers.

  Are proud of their own identity.

  Communicate respectfully and effectively.

  Are role models for other youth.

  Take leadership roles.
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Healthy: LGBTQ youth display physical, mental, and sexual well-being.

  Have healthy sleeping habits.

  Practice healthy sexual relationships.

  Exercise and stay active.

  Eat a balanced diet

  Drink 8-10 glasses of water a day.

  Practice regular self-care.

  Utilize mental health support resources.

  Have healthy boundaries.
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Innovative: LGBTQ youth translate problems into solutions and thrive in an
ever-changing world.

  Have entrepreneurial skills.

  Are solution oriented.

  Set short- and long-term goals.

  Take initiative.

  Are creative.

  Adapt to changing priorities and problems.
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Qualified: LGBTQ youth excel in education and the workforce.

  Have a high school diploma or equivalent.

  Have a college degree.

  Have skill-building experiences.

  Achieve above average GPAs.

  Are financially literate.

  Develop a personal brand.

  Have STEM skills.

  Demonstrate professional protocol.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Engaged: LGBTQ youth invest in improving their community.

  Have civil dialogue with policy makers.

  Articulate the needs of the LGBTQ community.

  Vote.

  Facilitate difficult conversations.

  Have mutually beneficial community relationships
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MISSION

The mission of Iowa Safe Schools is to provide safe,

supportive, and nurturing learning environments and

communities for LGBTQ and allied youth through

education, outreach, advocacy, and victim services.

ABOUT US

Founded in 2002, Iowa Safe Schools is the

only LGBTQ youth serving organization in

Iowa, serving over 6,000 students annually

in all 99 counties.

 

Through an intersectional lens, Iowa Safe

Schools reaches students, educators,

parents, professionals, and community

members through comprehensive

programming.

LEARN MORE

We invite you to learn more about Iowa Safe

Schools, and support the life-saving work we

do each day to #ProtectKidsStopBullying!

WWW.IOWASAFESCHOOLS.ORG


